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SYMBOL CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE 1, 


Chairman Barbara Kates Psychologist, Toronto 
{reasurer Ann Kennedy Volunteer, Toronto 
Secretary Linda Schwindt O.T. Kitchener 
Workshop 

Convenor Penny Parnes Speech Pathologist, Oshawa 
Editor Barbara Rush Teacher, Hamilton 

Ass't Editor Lois Valentic Parent, Hamilton 
Consultant Oliver Mott Linguist, Toronto 


The purpose of this newsletter is to publish articles and news 
items concerning the Bliss Symbol System which utilizes visual 
symbols to substitute for verbal communication for children without 


speech. 


Subscriptions are $2.00 and may be obtained by writing direct to: 


Submissions 


Mrs. Ann Kennedy 

Symbol Co-ordination Committee 
c/o 95 Courtleigh Boulevard 
Toronto, Onatrio, M4R 1K7 


for the newsletter should be sent direct to: 
Mrs. Barbara Rush, Editor 
Symbol Co-ordination Committee 


c/o 64 Magnolia Drive 
HamadtongtOntario, LOC 572 
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EDITORIAL October 1974 @ 


The workshop your Committee held in Hamilton this month attracted 
4+ people. It proved to be a valuable opportunity to exchange ideas and 
problems with people from many disciplines representing various 
geographical areas. It is always comforting to find that the crucial 
problem you feel is exclusive to your setting (and incompetence!), is 
actually a common and shared experience. During the many discussion 
groups held throughout the day, we were able to solve a few problems, 
commiserate on others, and even create a new one or two! For those of 
you unable to attend, perhaps a brief outline of the programme will give 
you an idea of the work covered, 


We were welcomed to Hamilton by Dr. Peter Rosenbaum, Medical 
Director of the Hamilton Cerebral Palsy Centre. His words of 
encouragement included a few cautionary notes. He pointed out that in 
teaching symbols, we really have two responsibilities. The easy one is 
instructing children in the recognition and use of symbols. The 
importance of communication does not have to be taught to the non-verbal 
child for obvious reasons. The difficult one is making administrators, 
non-medical staff, parents, etc., aware of what we are doing and the 
value of symbols as an alternative to verbal communication. We have to 
stress the importance that a means of communication has to the global 
development of a child. 


Dr. Rosenbaum also pointed to the need for scientific 
observation and data collection. He was glad to hear of the research 
project now being undertaked by the Toronto Centre - see later article. 
The two cautionary notes called for us not to be over-zealous in the 
use of symbols with children suff®ring from various disabilities (i.e. 
aphasia, autism, the deaf, etc.,) without much prior thought. Also to 
be careful that if the symbols do not work in certain cases, that we do 
not throw out the baby with the bathwater. 


Shirley McNaughton then brought us up-to-date on the recent 
happenings in Toronto. You will see from her article in this issue 
that an extremely useful handbook will be available upon completion of 
the research project. 


We spent an interesting hour in a practice session making up 
new symbols. Our Linguist, Oliver Mott, first outlined certain rules. 


1. Category must come first. (Exceptions are X an - ne ) rete 
CeZe ATES "School" is a building that gives 
knowledge 
and not Geeae knowledge given in a building 


2. Use of combine symbols CO aids in clarification and recording 
output. For example, if a child indicates "submarine" with 
Pan 
C7 Recess a ~~, (as one of my students recently did) 


° 


thing to drive under water 
the sentence should be recorded as 
“N 


es 7s 
LQ hac bow > a 


uf want to go an a submarine 
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During the practice session, sub-groups devised combined symbols 
Poreiney tol vowing: mw jump sel pregnant! ,»*library', traffic’, and ‘to 
ask', Here are some of the suggestions for'pregnant'. 


pe os ei tame s 


woman with child in body mother to be 
vas 
IN E] C oi Is i @ 
mother in future female thing carrying life 
ae les 
woman before birth self-explanatory 


It was a fascinating exercise and gave us all greater insight 
into the manipulation of symbols. Not one of these is the right one 
but the examples illustrate the many ways in which a child will try to 
indicate an idea for which he has no symbol. 


The morning ended with large group discussions on "Family, 
School and Community Involvement with Symbols." Areas covered were:;:- 


~ how do siblings react 

- parent and family workshops or training 

- how are symbols used at home 

- how to interest parents who seem to reject symbols 

- community interest 

- neighbour involvement 

- community activities (cubs, swimming, camp, etc) 

- integration of symbol class with other classes 

- integration of symbol-users and non-symbol users within a class 
- in-service training for school staff 

- special problems relating to rural and small town families 


During the afternoon we were able to choose to attend two of the 
following discussion groups. 


De Symbols and the Mentally Retarded 

ae Teaching Aids and Equipment 

° Symbol Syntax 

Recording Output 

. Symbol Programmes for the Young Child 
z Symbol Programmes for the Adolescent 


AN fw 


From the evaluations completed at the end of the day, it would 
appear that our first workshop was highly successful and we hope to make 
this an annual event. 


oee oee eee oee 


The next newsletter is planned for the end of February, 1975. 
Deadline for receipt of articles is January 20, 1975. This issue 
contains some interesting programmes and ideas sent from various centres. 
What are YOU doing ? Do drop us a line. 


An & 
a S24» ie) an me Barbara Rush 


EDITOR 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive. 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/OTUED_8-2-2-2-2 


re 


Up-to-date Report re Evaluation Study of Ontario Crippled Children's Cntr, 


Symbol Cormunication Programme 


— 








wince the last report regarding the educational research project 
at the Ontario Crippled Children's Centre there have been several 
Significant developments. Firstly, we have received continued 
funding from the Ministry of Education for a two-year formative 
evaluation froii September, 1974 to August, 1976. 


Secondly, there have been significant changes in the research 
design. AS our planning proceeded within the earlier research 
franework (outlined in the last newsletter) it becane apparent that 
it would be itore useful and informative to evaluate the effect- 
iveness of Symbol Communication directly. It was decided that this 
could be done through concentrating upon the total population of 

symbol users rather than through comparing symbol users with those 
using alternate corimunication systers,. 


Information will be gathered through two instructor questionn- 
aires, a pareht questionnaire, and through every instructor keep- 
ing cuiulative record file for each child. The recording materials 
are being developed with the aim of providing instructors with an 
easy-to-coimplete and useful educational record of each child's 

performance as well as providing data for the research study. 


In addition a sub-population will be visited on 3 different 
occasions for the purpose of interviewing the synbol instructor and 
obtaining further detailed information. 


One objective of the study is to gather information re the effec- 
tiveness of the design and composition of particular symbols. 
Instructors will be asked to refrain from changing syibols which 
appear on Ontario Crippled Children's Centre vocabularies until they 
have contacted the Research Directors and the proposed change has 
been studied and approved. This is the only area in which a linit- 
ation will be imposed as a result of the research. In matters of 
Syuibol selection, arrangement, nature of output, creation of symbols 
not on displays, instructos are encouraged to innovate and do what 
is meaningful for their students. Procedures and techniques which 
are evaluated by instructors as effective in particular situations 
will be suimarized in the Handbook to be prouuced at the end of the 
Evaluation Study (August, 1976). 


A further significant development is that Mr. Bliss is to receive 
a fee jointly from the Ontario Crippled Children's Centre and the 
Ministry of tducation for consultant services, 


We are looking forward to meeting with instructors who are 

participating in the Evaluation study the week of Noveiiber 12 and 
of compiling objective data re symbols in a wide variety of settings. 
Single syrbol users and groups of syrbol users will be included in 
the study, in the hope that the Handbook will contain pertinent in- 
formation for instructions in many different situations, 

Shirley McNaughton 

Barbara Kates 

Co-ordinators, 

Ontario Crippled Children's Centre, 

Symbol Cormunication Research Project 
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News From Rideau Regional Centre, Smith Falls 





First off, I would like to apologize to you for not con- 
tacting you sooner than this but I'm sure you have had dozens of 
letters from people starting programs and so I thought I would 
contact you when ny program got structurally sound ... does it ever 
happen? 


Here at Rideau Regional Centre we started our progran back in 
February with the help of the coimiittee from the Ontario Cripp- 
led Children's Centre and after assessients we had fourteen itesi- 
dents ready for the program. Out of this number, one inmediat- 
ely left for Picton and in the last nonths, one was assessed again 
and found not to be benefitting from the program and a third was 

transferred to Kingston, On the brighter side, the program was 
extended to a tull day and in this tine foun new Residents were 
added, 


As the handicaps of our students in this program are so varied, 
So too, are the rates of learning. Xone of those who have had 
schooling or other forms, of learning @xperience Lind that they can 
comprehend and use the symbols very effectively while those with 
intellectual retardation problems find it more difficult to grasp 
and must be taken through the prograi at a slower level. Neverthe- 
less, I personally feel that the progress so far is enough to 
justly the program being, continued. 


This sumier, a camp has been set up by a volunteer who has 
a very specific interest in C.P.s and several of uy students 
have been attending there on a day care basis. The fact that 
Bliss is used nearly exclusively for all of their communication 
has not seemed to have linited the basic learning experience of 
cottage living. 


With these students gone from the Gentre, I have been able to 

deal with the remaining students on a closer level and also have 
been able to supervise the setting up of individual prograis where 
a one-to-one ration is available. All this, and an assessnent of 

the prograiu, have been keeping us pretty busy but I hope to contact 
you again shortly with a few problems and questions about symbols 
and their usage, especially dealing with special areas such as autist 
and audio perception probleis. 

Thanking, you, .or being there, 


True to his word, Hugh sent us a second letter with iore news 
of the exciting happenings at Smith Falls. 


At last after seven months I have enough tine to sit down and 
say what hes been going on here in sniths Faits, . ln ®ebruary.or 
this year our prograil was initiated and we started out with the 
twelve most likely to succeed candidates, since then our student 
population has doubled through the help of the BDLLSs wesource 
teail and at present we have twenty five residents working at 
various levels from twelve symbols to four hundred plus. 
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The youngest in the group is just turning six while the oldest 
is twenty-five, so l am rapidly trying our various learning 
tecniques in order to deal with each different group. 


Over the suitier Six of our Students were at a special camp run 
by Ms. M. MaCubrie, a volunteer in the program here who thought 
that the cottage atmosphere would be very conducive to learning and 
also an interesting experience for our institutionalized Cerebral 
Palsied. She will be subinitting a synopsis of her program to you 
shortly so Ll will let her tell you all about the sumer. 


One of the projects to be initiated this fall is a socializ- 
ation night where Bliss students (mostly the adult and teenage ones ) 
and their friends will organize activities and try to stinulate 
interest in the use of the boards outside the classroom atmosphere, 
Also we are working on staff training programs and the classroon 

which was more or less closed will now contain Mkce students who 
will work with the teacher---<oh yes finally this fall there will 
be two of us working on the prograii----yea help. 


Sone of the students are at the level now where they are mak- 
ing up very interesting stories and I will send you some of these 
for your next publication as they show a lot of talent and 
inagination,especially in the pupils who have never had any formal 
education, 


This is another subject, we are hoping this year to deal with 
the teachers in the school area directly through visiting their 
classes and helping to ake their understanding of what the student 
is saying easier and swifter so that the pupil gets the full 
benefit of the school year, 

Hugh Nelson. 
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News from Virginia waters Cerebral Palsy 
———__—_sehoot_henfoundiend—— 
d 





The children at our school at the moment who would benefit 
from using symbols are Klaine, aged 14, Marina, aged 13, and 
Bobby, aged 9. Bobby ekes hiuself understood pretty well for 
all practical purposes by his own series of gestures, Marina can 
express herself by writing and drawing, but Llaine, who is 

athetoid, concerns us very much, as her urge to coumunicate 1S so 
often frustrated because no-one understands. Her situation is 
complicated by the fact that she lives ina large hone for nenta- 
lly and physically handicapped children where the starf is al- 
ways changing. However, if we could start her on a consistent 
peter of syubols which she could use in school and with Marina, 
who also lives at the Home, I think it would be a life-line for 
her. 


I shall be glad to report progress in our use of the symbols. 


Jane i, Green, 
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Teaching Ideas frou Chicago 


Here at the United Cerebral Palsy Child Developmental Center 
in Chicago we have begun a small project utilizing Bliss symbols 
as the medium of expression and instruction for six severely 
physically involved, non-oral children, I am presently the 
instructor for the self-contained classroom which is held Monday- 
Friday lirenrgs30 stowbls30/an., 


we have a lot to share with you, but for right now I'd like to 
send a description of two games which our children really enjoy. 
The games are very easy # to make and seem to be a natural, pleas- 
ant way to reinforce instruction in the Bliss symbol mediun. 


Gane: “Fanily"(Tic-Tac-Toe/Bingo Procedures). 
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Gane: "Fanily"(Tic-Tac-Toe/Bingo Procedures) Con't. 


To make additional game boards so more children can play 
begin with the middle square( “y)z )of top row on Child 'U's 
board, and move to the right; second row begin at left ioving 
bo PLlehny third row; isaue. \ This will alter the position of the 
SyopoOLS Lor each successive’ board you design. 


Gane: Family (Bingo/TicTacToe Procedures) 


Materials: Poster board 
ps parge display board 


¢.Siialler game boards for each child. 

Colored narkers 

Small metal clip (like those you can attach notebook 
paper with;..by placing through the holes and 
aes he clasps ones the clip as through the 


holes. 
closed, IK open. 


This small clip is placed through the arrow and 
large display board. It will allow the arrow to spin 
and still hold the. two pieces securely. 


Procedure: The procedures for playing are similar to either the 
farilier. Ticelac-Toé or Bingo Games. Hach child has 
a wUPnyce Soin the arrow. if the chiid cannes do 
this himself, the teacher spins for the child). The 
symbol pointed to by the arrow is the one each child 
must then find on His own symbol beard. The first 
person to have three in either a horizontal, 
vertical or diagonal fashion wins the game. (Plastic 
chips, beans, buttons, etc. may be used to mark the 
spaces identified on the children's boards.) 


Another way to vary the gane is to specify a "Shape" 
to make on. one’s board. For example: da 
1) The "protection" or roof synbol % - - 





Prego 
2) the entire board, the "Thing" symbol — | 
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Gane: "Fanily"(Tic-TacfToe/Bingo Procedures) Con't. 
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3) The "room symbol - 








(SIZE; LARGE PIECE 
OF POSTER BOARD) 








CARDS 





satel (Three squares 
20, indicated by 3dot 
fe Oo . is the maxinun 
Peal \J ~ SJ mumber one can 
nove on the throw 
of the dice.) 
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Wollow the oymbolL Hoad...” GCon't. 
The number of cards in each deck may be 
varied in terms of both the content 
and nuabers utilized, 


RESPONSE BOARDS: 





1) Either 100,200,300-400 Bliss Symbol Displays. 


ON 


Variation of the avove boards, 


Gane: "Follow the Symbol ttoad" 


Procedure: 


A Child a6 selected to go first, 

Hach child rolls the cube( a plastic block may be used; 
adherepieces of paper with dots or nunerals written on the 
paper to the sides of the block). 

Depending upon the number of dots(or colors used on display 
Bra. )ior (aumerals.if you choose) indicated on the top 

surface of the dice, the child's marker (small colored buttons, 
beans, etc.) is moved that “number” of squares on the symbol 
board. 


Hach Square on the board has a ‘symbol" displayed on its 
surface. This symbol directs the child and instructor to 
which deck of cards (see attached drawing) a single card is 
selefted. 


Presentation of the card to the child may be one of two ways: 


1). Visually present the card to child. The task for the 
chiildeisethen topfind»the identical symbol omothe: response 
board. (visual matching (discrimination). 


2) Verbally state, "Show me the symbol for "----- "jo The 
fasicl@orethes child) isithem for’ the chilhd to find the 
correct syubol on the response board without the visual 
Stinuluss 


Tf the child identifies thé correct symbol, he is: permitted 
to move that number of spaces indicated on the dice. If the 
child incorrectly identifies a symbol, he must then await 

his turn once again. 


The game proceeds in this manner till one child, or as many 
as you have time for, travel the entire board, 


At the completion of the game, the child or children who have 
travelled the entire board may select a reward from a re- 
inforcenent menu displayed in Bliss symbols, 


_Content/Skills #rphasized: 


1. Building lexicon in Bliss symbols. 

2 Visual Discrimination skills - matching — 

De Organizational strategy- ielassification” ¢.f. Person 
e 
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I hope these games will be fun for other children learning 
to use the symbols. i'd sure welcome any adaptations and 
suggestions for additional activities that you may be aware of. 
Thanks for your kind attention, 


Caron Harris, Instructor 
Alternate Systems of Communication 
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ONTARLO CRIPPLED CHdILuroeh'S Cunt 
SYMBOL COMMUNICATION rnuSsuAnCH PiOJECT 
AWNOUNCEMENT O1 WORKSHOP 





DATH: November 20th - 22nd 1974 


Starting Tine: 9:00 A.M. Wednesday, November 20th. 


PLACE: Ontario Crippled Children's Ventre, 
420 Rurnsey Hd., 
oronto, Ontario, M4G 1Rs& 


PEE: (50 ,.001per person 


This workshop is designed for Teachers, Speech Path- 
ologists, Therapists and Parents inexperienced in syi.bol use 
and wishing inforiation about the Ontario Crippled Children's 
Centre Syibol Cormmunication Research Project. During his 
three day session instruction will be given on: 


a) Symbol construction and use 

bo)” Teschine symbols to children 

c) Assessment procedures for selecting children suitable 
for synbols. 

d) Electronic symbol displays and interfaces 

e The manner in which children are using the symbols 

f Brief overview of the loriative valuation Study to be 
undertaken by 0.C.C.C., funded by Ontario Ministry, OL 

Education. 


This workshop is designed for professionals and parents who 
are involved in symbol instruction and who are not eligible to 
attend the Workshop which is included in the Ontario Crippled 
Childrents Centre Fornative Evaluation Study. 


we encourage a team representing different disciplines 
to come from each centre. 


If you are interested in registering for this workshop, 
please write to iirs, Ann Kennedy, Team Co-ordinator, oyiibol 
Communication Research Project, Ontario Crippled Children's 
Centre, 350 Ruusey toad, Toronto, Ontario, M4G lo, 
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eurvey of Syiibol-Using Children-June 1974 


This preliiinary survey of Ontario Crippled Children 
symbol Courunication Prograimie users was conducted for the 
purpose of obtaining information re the present extent and effect 
of syiibol coimtunication for non-speaking physically-handi- 
capped children, we wish to thank all the instructors who 
participated. The time and interest given in completing the 
questionnaires is greatly appreciated. we hope the following 
summary of our findings will be useful to you and will provide a 
perspective regarding symbol usage in other settings. 


I, SURVEY ReSPONSE 
Total Nutiber of settings invited to participate... 60 
Total number of settings responding re cre 6 
Percentage of responding settings to total nunber.... 66 0o/o 


of settings invited 


Sete lenumocr oF Syiibcl=Usine ehildrem reporved ".. 2. eesn0l DU 


IIT, TOTaL NUMbair OF SYMBOL-USING CHILD we PORTED 





ipemlevele ch symbol-—using chiddren:, 0-5 yrs...clh...0-Sesor 
be leyre. eS ase eee ( 
TOONS co's nd sO. clu COMO 
20 yrs. &over.12..8.000/, 

Gt SUAUed ee seg OL 


Totay 150 99.95076 


TTI. LENGTH OF Tikit OWN SYMBOLS: 1) G Mos funder. 759... 39.520) o 
) over 6 1108. 


( 
of syllbol-using children (ii 
under] -yry vere Slaw 60/6 
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Cyl Mot stated? *) An ies seca ec 





Total 150... -99.990/6 
Iv, BEGRYE OF LISABILITY: (De sisi Aran waoerra ice re BCs 





(13) nederates csi Owoesv26s000/¢ 
of symbol - using eHildren(ii3. )/severe..... 5.640.302 00/e 
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SQUADMCNt 64 essa diets Org 
(v) using electronic 
SAUD PNCN Os ween sates OCs O 
and) Rrcaven ute ue ne cls (ht a Perens crete irs 
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(i) 30 symbols and 

of Syubol=usame ehiddren Under. ...:.as0el3se0153330/o 

(di) Silasymbols)<09 .39...25.330/5 

(G41) 200n ~199. 639+2220.00/6 

(iv) 200 ay ~399 60196 0012.660/o 

(viet LO00ki "eeevert...303..20.06/0 
NOG Stahedwenn, adie. «0O0/ , 


Total 150 99.960/6 
VI. LH#ARNING CAPABILITY: (i) Trainable 


Ol Syubol-using children retarded =dril1.4,.96..724 7060/0 
(47) ‘Trainablie 

retarded - learns 

QUiLCKIiN Crmek a snacteo wewl Oe 330/60 
1) polows Learner, .....+620% 601 /.330/6 
| SAVETA CO sil ie. eats On elo. OOCKe 

Téarnsimvickiyls ..42ie0025.00/6 
) TMOG WSU AUCs «40 c dea Lees «1 sODOrd 


Teta lL 150 99.980/o 


VII. PkOGRAMME PLACHMANT OF SY¥uisO0L usINe 





CHILDReN 

(i) (ie tarde ting hit. socee we SaCuo/. 
(ED) “SOPOT Un ey sense. Ose roe. 
(il do EGU eULCylcn 4 wee COs ca aioe ie 
Ue eer CHOT «digi e abe etonmciere ee UOn GC 
iv), tO programe: 6t).« bean esoOO/o 

Totak 150 99.990/o 

VIII. HAIMUM UTTBAANG. LENGTH: 
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Total 150 99.990/o 
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Esa LEVEL OF SYMBOL OUTPUT: 
ao Peel peligie. payne lenge ey LO. 0060/6 
of syinbol-=using children 
(it) to een a seicymbols a: 
(not sentence form)46...30.660/6 
(iim) Simple sentence. 923 0615.330/0 
Ci), Tum lo eutbaued ae un vote 2 00/0 
(vy) random Greer, Jove 
3 SYOOCLS «als Saad a tigate 5000/6 
(vi) .pype vioeerated (49.52.05 


34.660/6 
Pou. 150 99.970/o0 


(i) This question had a low response due to the inadvertant 
omission of the symbol level summary sheet which should 
have accompanied the questionnaire, 


i) opposed to Svopols... 1..%. 5000/6 
\ ne Sil DOE iwaas Jeiek ate Cae ao ne 
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X. PAXGNTAL aTTITUDE 


Gee. 150 99.96 0/« 
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16. 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 





From the 660/o response of the questionnaire, information 
poaenvew fori 5s0cchaldren., Ol this wmusaber, 550/o are between 
ages 6 and 12; 27o/o are in their teens. The use of symbols 
with the kindergarten and pre-kindergarten child and with 
adults is minimal and renains an important area for future 
exploration. 


The population of reported symbol users is still a very new 
one with 750/o of the children having spent less than 1 year 
With symbols. Few mildly disable children are receiving instruc- 

tion. At the present time, 27o/o are ioderately involved child- 
ren; 360/o are described as severely involved but able to 
indicate synbols without using an electronic display. Thirty- 
one percent of the total population require electronic equip- 
ment; this points out the need for attention continuing to be 
directed toward setting up the ieans of production of comu- 

unication technical aids and for further research into inter- 
face alternatives. 


Information regarding advanced symbol usage remains to be 
discovered. At the present tine, the majority of children (67o/o 
are using under 200 symbols with the waxinmunm utterance length 
reported as 3 symbols or more for 590/o of the children. 


It may prove helpful to summarize the remainder of the results 
by giving a general description of the synbol-using population. 
Seventy-eight per cent of the children use symbols as a sub- 
stitute for speech rather than as a compliment to speech. In 
over Halt wthe cases (630/o) Mo’ change is apparent, in their 
vocalization, but improvement has been noticed for 300/o of the 
enigeren., (lt Pe reassuring co note thats decrease in 
vocalization Was reported for onky < children.) The teachers? 
ratings of children's communication ability approaches a 
normal distribution, with most of the children (680/o) being 
rated as good or fair, and small numbers rated as excellent or 
poor. Parents generally support the programme. Only 130/0 
give no support and only 1 parent is reported as opposing the 
use of symbols. Regarding academic placeiient, the larger 
number of children are reported in either settings for re- 
tarded (390/o) or in acadenic programmes (530/o0). It is 
particularly interesting to note that within the population 
of synbol-using children whose learning capability has been 
Labelled as trainable retarded, (430/o of total synbol-using 
population), 450/o of these children are reported by their 
instructors as learning symbols quickly - a characteristic 
not usually ascribed to the "retarded" child. With regard 
to the use of the alphabet, a sufficient number of synbol- 
using children are reported as using the alphabet (430/0) to 
indicate that instructors are finding ways of continuing 
reading instruction and-or utilizing the alphabet to ror ine 
communication. This is an interesting area for further 
investigation and developnent. 
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Little information is abailable regarding children with 
whom symbols have been ineffective. Of the 18 children 
reported as failing to learn the syubols, reasons were not 
stated for 6 of the children. when reasons were stated, several 
factors usually were given as contributing to the failure, anong 
then - retardation, Learning~probleis, age. (see ite 14). 
More detailed information should be sought regarding reasons 
for failure in the future, 


Although this first survey is limited in the amount of infor- 
Mation Lomas been able to collect and organize, it hes been 
Valuable in defining the extent of symbol usage, in, providing 
prelininary information regarding the effect of symbol usage 

and in indicating areas for further development and explor- 

ation. A two-year Ffornative iivaluation funded by the Ontario 
Ministry of Education and undertaken by the 0.C.C.0, symbol 


d 


=) rs 


Communication Prograrme, Sept. 1974 to August 1976 , will continue 


studying symbol communication in many settings. One om tS 

objectives will be the production of a Handbook for teachers, 
parents and adilinistrators. Through the collective experience 
of many instructors, it is hoped that a body of knowledge re 
Synbol Communication can be made availabke to all potential 
symbol users, 


Shirley McNaughton, Director 


Symbol Communication esearch Project 


Ontario Crippled Children’s Centre, 
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ike} Gesture included head movement, sounds, crying, hands, 
eyes, "noises", 

ii) Total symbols (a) & symbols with another method (h) 57...15.& 

cate The number of syribol users herein indicated refers to 
children known to the district nurse to be using symbols 
trom recorcs, May.l9/4, 1t does fet include physically~ 
handicapped children in large institutions, for the 
mentally retarded, For more recent and direct data 
(July 1974) collected in conjunction with agreement to 
participate in a Formative Evaluation of the Ontario 
Crippled Children's Centre Symbol Coimunication Prograime, 
funded by the Ministry of Kducation, the number of 
reported symbol’users in Ontario totals 92. 


Shirley McNaughton, Director 
Symbol Cormunication Research Project 
Ontario Crippled Childrents Gicr. 





News (finally) fro Huemoz, Switzerland 





Chalet Bellevue is situated in a Tiny village in the 
Swiss Alps. It is a residential school and therapy center 
that is really “hone” for fourteen cerebral palsied children 
ranging in age from seven to sixteen years. As the Speech 
and Language Therapist her, I have been teaching Bliss 
Symbols to two boys, ages eleven and sixteen, I had pre- 
viously ~imitiated instruction with @ 13 year-old girl ae well 
but discontinued her progran due to extrene physical, mental, 
and emotional handicaps. Bliss Symbols afe truly inter- 
national at Bellevue as nearly all the children understand 
Preneh, German, and inglish, 

Jean-Philippe, age 11, is a severely handicapped boy 
with no speech and no practical iiotoric ability other than a 
head nod for “yes” and head turned for "no", He is moderately 
retarded, has had no acadeiiic success, but is quite capable of 
comprehending conversation and loves to tease, He was first 
introduced to Bliss synbols on September, 1973 and made very 
slow and inconsistent progress during the fall. Much of this 
tine was spent on the remediation of basic visual skills 
(discrinination sequencing, wenory, etc.) Because Jean- 
Philippe is unable to control even a grosSpointing response. 
I first developed a light/buzzer system for symbol use, 
His symbol board was constructed with rows numbered O-9 in 
green across and O-4 in red down: 
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News from Huemoz, Switzerland Con't, a 





Dt ER ed tena was then placed in his standing frane, 

31 ng hin to have the fullest control possible with two 
Switchplates, each wired to either a green or red light/buzzer., 

He then tapped out the number of spaces across on the green 
plate ana the nuiber of spaces down on the red plate to in- 
dicate a particular symbol, although Jean-Philippe could 

operate this syster with some success, it was painfully slow 

and often inaccurate due to notor persevation, 

Hence he would easily "pass up" the synbol he had wished to 
communicate, lt was clear that this method was not sufficiently 
effective; therefore, in carly 1974 1 revised his board to the 
current 45 symbols aml a method of incigation using only his 
eyes, Jean-Philippe's board is now constructed this way: 
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Jean-Philippe, after having found the symbol] he wishes 
to "say" looks at the color and then the number which match 
up to the particular sy bol (i.e. for airplane he would look 
at the color blue and then the number 5), This method is 
faster, easier and more accurate. If I call out the wrong 











nunber or color he uses his head to indicate "no", Jean- 
Philippe rarely initiates spontaneous conversation, but is 
able to respond to questions appropriately usually, with one 

symbol. Although severely linited physically and mentally, 
this method has been successful in giving Jean-Philippe a 
means of cormmunication beyond "yes" and "no", 

Franky, 2ge 16 has no intelligible speech but has 
linited control for very gross pointing with his left hand. 
although of normal intelligence, he is far below age-level 
acadeuically Bliss Symbols seemed an ideal way to give ha 
as much freedom of communication as possible, as quickly 

aspossible, until his acadenic skillg have improved. Bliss 
Symbols were introduced to I'rqnky in September, 1973. He 
learned the symbols faster than I could draw then. His 
Bliss vacabulary has now extended to a board of 350 synbols, 
arranged in syntactical order (french gramua ) and eolor- 
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COGEG according to the Fitggerald Key, His board is constructed 
thusly: 
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Franky initiates conversation spontaneously aud can 
easily while away an hour "talking". He uses a Sentence 
structure, but his graiuiatical usa e is poor and he often 

ouits verbs. He is never linited by 350 syubols, however, 
as he is very clever in combining syubols to form new uean- 


ings. (for exauple, | ~ eee 1G} sleeping bag) 
DOCK ex tks Seer 


1 Q 
when there is a communication breakdown it is usually due 
to ny lack of imagination; never his,lack Of Lopress 
creativity. In order to iiprove his graiuiatical usage, an 
have created work papers color-coded according, to the 
Fitzgerald Key on which he imust ‘build’ sentences with 
appropriate sybols i.e. 
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News from Huenoz, Switzerland Con't, 
— ee ee 


To lessen Cli ieul vies in traveling about the house Franky's 
board has been constructed with sides-that fold down and the 
entire board covered with plcxifziass, 

Obviously, both of these boys could be helped by electronic 
equipiient. However, because we are somewhat isolated and 
without the necessary know-how or means, such equipment has 
not yet been feasible, Despite difficulties in sylibol use 
there are two young men in Chalet Bellevue who indeed treasure 
their new-found communication; The three of us wish to say 


4 
ey BO-vall -of you on the 0.G.C.0. Symbol Team who have 
given so much tine to the Bliss Project and have shared your 
discoveries with us, 
Karen Culhane 
speech & Language Therapist 
Home de Readaptation Kellevue 
1861 Huenoz, Vaud 
Switzerland, 
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Penpals Wanted 
if you have children wishing to correspond with another 
Symboleuser, perhaps one of the following would interest 
(iota tt Tou, Send in the details on your particular child 
(sex,age,interests, etc.) and we'll insert the information 
in the next newsletter. 


PdaEtor. 


s e e ° e e e e 2 e e 


Paul Marshall 
Cerebral Palsy Centre 
Group Box 1 
Sanatorium Rd, 
Hamilton; Ont. 


Linda Langford 
Cerebral Palsy Centre 
Croup Box) 
Sanatorium Road 
Hanilton, Ont. 


Franky Von Kronenburg 
Chalet Bellevue 

peor Huei0Z 

aud, 


Dwitzerland, 


aged 11 200 plus symbol vocab, Lives 
on a produce farm with Mou,Dad, and 
two older brothers, Loves trucks and 
farm machinery. wishes to write toa 
boy his age or older. (Hates Girls!!) 


aged 9, 150 plus symbol vocab. Lives 
at home with Mon,Dad, brother and a 
Sister. Has @ pet dog and gerbil, 
Loves clothes and "pretty things". 
Wishes to write to a girl-any age. 


aged 16. Very interested in notor- 
cycles, rock music and pirls., He is 
easily insulted when associated with 
"the children" as he considers hin- 
self quite ature and would love to 
write to someone his age or older. 
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Penpals Wanted Con't. \ 
siete VEER ee table CAT 


Jean-Philippe lavre 
Chalet Bellevue 
1861 Huenoz 

Vaud, Switzerland. 


Hugh's Dating Service 
C/O Hugh Nelson, 

Box 2000 

Bliss Progranne 

Both Falles Ont. 


Alan King 

Yakina Valley School 
Selah, Washington 
Les ae 


Kari Harrington 
16 Jonquil Crescent 
luarkhan, Ontario 
ME ice ela 


‘ 24 . 


Favorite activity is letter writing. 
If there is a surplus of students 
wanting to write to someone in lurope, 
he could accoiwiodate several. He is 
an 11 year-old who'd be happy to 
coimunicate with a child of any age. 
He collects staimps as a hobby, loves 
chocolates, and is a big tease! 


wWanted-Penpals-all ages—- both sexes- 
at any symbol level. 


Aged Dye. .wilimMilar Griterests to. ue=65 
year old boys... Enjoys music, Aarts, 
and crafts ~ he makes his art projects 
with his feet. Lives in institution 

but visits Mon,Dad, and 6 brothers 
and sisters during the summer and at 
Christmas. Enjoys people and has a 
great sense of huwnour, 


Kari sent in her own syubol request. 
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WEW SUBSCRIBERS O~ 


Mrs, Mary Freeborn, 0.T., Dr. Charles Beck 
en hie #2 Lyndhurst, Ontario Dept. of Psychology 
University of Alberta 


Mrs. Ellen Toxopeus Edmonton, Alberta 


Re. R. #1 Frankville 
Ontario, KOE 1HO Mrs. Mary Kovacs, B.Scil 
Director 

Lincoln Developmental Day Centre 
He Re Fe Beamsville 

Ontario, LOR 1B0 


Mrs. J. Knapp, Teacher 
Sunnyview Public School 
450 Blythwood Road 
Toronto 12, Ontario 

s Dr. Elizabeth Brandt 
Mr, Maurice Izzard, Principal]821 Grant Drive 
Ontario Crippled Children's SRBOGHA , Saskatchewan 


350 Rumsey Road 
Toronto, Ontario 


Mrs. Jane Greran, Teacher 
Virginia Waters School 
Pec shOmelc, eoite.75 

Logy Bay Road 

St. John's, Newfoundland 


Grahm C, Anthony, Pschymetrician 


48 Beaufort Road 
Toronto, Ont., M4E 1M7 


Josee Masse (2) 

Ecole Victor-Dore 

1350 Blvd. Metropolitan Est 
Montreal, P.Q. 


Ms. Marcia Pencer 
24 Leith Hill Road #508 
Willowdale, Ont, M2J 123 


Ms. Susan Foster 

Villa Hospital 

9000 Bathhurst Street North 
Porn Le Ont. 


Andi Paul 

326 A Pond Street 
Dekalb, Illinois 
Dope hee k 


William H. Porter 
205 N. Central 
Urbana, Illinois 
Usbs Ass OLoOL 


Mrs. Heather Watson, teacher 
1139-75B Avenue 
Delta, Bete 


Marcia Norman, teacher 
241 Ellis Avenue 
Toronto, Ont, M6F 2x4 


Betty Zuckenberg 
1530 Green Street #7 
San Francisco, Calif. 94123 


Mr. Lee Surowiec, M.S.Ed 

Speech Pathologist 

United Crebral Palsy Associatio 
of Niagara County Inc, 

2103 MacKenna Avenue 

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14303 


Dr, Mary B.. Manne PH.D. , 

Associate Professor, Speech 
Pathology 

Room 36 

4226 Ridge Lea Road 

Buffalo, N.¥. 14226 


Ms/ Peggy Hughes, teacher 
2 Assiniboine Road, #1802 
Downsview, Ont, M3J 111 


Mrs. Barbara Aronchick 
39 Simonston Blvd 
PNOranwid, One Later 


Mrs. R. Binda, Parent 
282 Guigues 
Ottawa, Ont, KIN 534 


Mrs. Jo-anne Seip, teacher 
1187 Westmount Road 
Kitchener, Ontario 


Helga Stewart 

Huronia Regional Centre 
Box 1000 

Ofiiiia, Ontario, I3U 612 


Sheila Horrell, teacher 
359 Main Street 
Exeter, Ont, NoM 1S0 


Miss Jill Hammond 

Heathfield School 

Oldsbury Way 

Fareham, Hants, England, PO14 3Bn 


Subscriptions now total(137 
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